
 
 
 

Ceramics – Social Micro-Enterprise 
Casas De La  Esperanza, La Prusia, Nicaragua 
 
This project (2009-2010) aims to improve the quality of life for many families in the low-income 
rural neighborhood of La Prusia. 
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During the first half of 2009, students (in consultation with project advisors) will: 
·  Develop a plan to effectively engage the community in the research, design, 

production, and marketing of this project 
·  Research historic Nicaraguan ceramics (types of cla y, firing, pre-colonial and 

colonial forms and surface imagery) 
·  Study and test clays brought from Nicaragua 
·  Develop glazes or colored slips from available loca l materials  
·  Explore market and production possibilities for var ious products including, 

necklaces, bracelets, souvenirs, decorative tiles 
·  Develop a marketing plan 
·  Study Nicaragua’s landscape, towns and buildings, f lora, fauna to develop 

design ideas for ceramic products 
·  Develop product designs and prototypes  
·  Research sustainable fuel options and material recy cling practices 
·  Develop kiln design and firing techniques 

Please contact: 
Nancy Selvage:selvage@fas.harvard.edu (Director of Harvard Ceramics Program, Office for 
the Arts); Maria Luisa Fernandez Mansfield (Coordinator of activities) maria-
luisa@post.harvard.edu; David Tischfield (Harvard University senior, ceramic assistant): 
dtischf@fas.harvard.edu 
 


